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Dear Parent/Guardian, 
 

Coronavirus Update 
 
As promised, I will only send out letters when I have new information. The new information I 
received late on Friday afternoon is regarding the coding we have to use for the attendance 
registers.  
 
If you are following medical advice given to the whole population and are isolating your child 
because they have a high temperature (over 37.8C) or have a new persistent cough, we use Code 
Y in the register. This will not affect your child’s attendance figures and you must keep your child 
off school for a full 7 days. 
 
If you are following the medical advice in isolating yourselves and have concerns about sending 
your child into school to potentially infect others, this is when I have the discretion to code as 
authorised or unauthorised. In the absence of government policy in this area, I plan to authorise 
these absences as this seems common sense. Normal illnesses should continue to be reported to 
us as normal. 
 
Where parents are considering keeping children at home without themselves or a family member 
being ill, I have far less discretion and cannot guarantee that this will not cause problems with the 
Education Welfare Officer due to low attendance. Unless you have specific concerns or your child 
is in one of the medically vulnerable categories, you should continue to send them in as normal.  
 
As a parent myself and with family members in highly vulnerable groups, I can understand 
parent’s concerns. I have made adjustments such as putting my son’s music lessons on hold and 
postponing visits to grandparents, but I have not stopped his education as I am not able to 
compensate for missed time at school. Obviously each family circumstance is different and I will 
support decisions whenever possible. 
 
If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to get in touch.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Mr Thompson  
Headteacher  
 

 


