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Countdown to School

The normal system for introducing the new children to school is for them to have a morning, an afternoon and then a full day in school during the Summer Term. Due to the current restrictions we are unable to give any alternative arrangement at the moment, but we will contact you as soon as this becomes possible. Please ensure you return the contact forms to enable us to do this.
What is Reception?
We believe that every child deserves the best possible start in life and the support that enables them to fulfil their potential.  A secure, safe and happy childhood is important in its own right. The Foundation Stage is where children experience their first taste of school life.  It promotes teaching and learning to give children the broad range of knowledge and skills that provide an effective foundation for good future progress through school and life.  First experiences affect children’s attitude to learning so it is important that we get it right.  We are very conscious that every child is unique and that they learn in different ways and at different rates.  We are aware that children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships.  To aid this we operate an ‘open door’ policy and actively encourage a regular dialogue between parents and teachers.

Play is key to the way young children learn and develop; it builds their confidence as they learn to explore, to think about problems and relate to others.  Play is at the heart of all teaching and learning in the Foundation Stage at Bryn Offa.  Your child will learn through play based activities and first hand practical experiences.

Educational Programme

The Government sets out an educational programme for the Foundation Stage for the subjects that must be taught as follows: 

· Communication and language development involves giving children opportunities to experience rich language development; to develop their confidence and skills in expressing themselves.

· Physical development involves providing opportunities for young children to be active and interactive; and to develop their     co-ordination, control and movement. Children must also be helped to understand the importance of physical activity, and to make healthy choices in relation to food.

· Personal, social and emotional development involving helping children to develop a positive sense of themselves and others; to form positive relationships and develop respect for others; to develop social skills and learn how to manage their feelings; to understand appropriate behaviour in groups, and to have confidence in their own abilities.
· Literacy development involves encouraging children to link sounds and letters to begin to read and write. Children must be given access to a wide range of reading materials (books, poems and other written materials) to ignite their interest.

· Mathematics involves providing children with opportunities to develop and improve their skills in counting, understanding and using numbers, calculating simple addition and subtraction problems; and to describe shapes, spaces and measures.

· Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community through opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, places, technology and the environment.  

· Expressive arts and design involves enabling children to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials, as well as providing opportunities and encouragement for sharing their thoughts, ideas and feelings through a variety of activities in art, music, movement, dance, role play and design and technology. 
To support your child at home with phonics and early reading, please visit the school website and click on ‘Curriculum’ and then the ‘English’ tab to find some useful ideas and resources.
As everyone is aware, we are living through strange times at the moment and the need for good personal hygiene has never been higher.  We have learned that handwashing is absolutely crucial in stopping the spread of germs and viruses.  With this in mind perhaps you could show your child this lovely clip from CBeebies https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/washing-your-hands-song which teaches children to wash their hands thoroughly and then keep practicing?  If you could also remind your child that if they need to cough or sneeze they should do it into a tissue or their elbow.  We do not want to scare children and just get them into new habits that will last a lifetime!
The School Day
The green gate at the side of the school building opens at 8.45am and the back doors to the school open at 8.50am. All children must be supervised by an adult or guardian until this time. The children in Classes 2, 3, 4 and 5 access the school building via the back doors. The children in Class 1 come into school through the side door to their classroom. 

The bell for morning registration rings at 9.00am and at this time the back doors to the school and the green gate will be closed. Any children arriving after this time will receive a late mark in the register. 

Morning break 10.30am – 10.45am 

Lunch 12.00pm – 1.00pm. 

End of school day - 3.15pm. 

The children in Class 1 and 2 also have an afternoon break at 2.15pm.

At the end of the school day, the children in Classes 3, 4 and 5 exit the school building onto the playground through the back doors. The children in Class 1 and 2 exit the school building via their classroom doors.

Please note that the children are not allowed to leave the school premises through the green gate without a parent/guardian. 

Getting Your Child to School
By School Bus

If you live in an area eligible for the free school bus, you need to make an application for a place on the school bus to the county council. A form to allow you to do this is included in this pack. The children are escorted by staff off the school bus into school in the morning and onto the school bus at the end of the day. 
By Car

For safety and environmental reasons, we would like to keep the use of cars to a minimum. We would encourage parents to walk their children to school if they are able to. If you have no other choice than to use the car, please ensure you are parking safely and considerately in the top car park only. The car park outside the front of the school is for staff only. The bus lane on the top car park needs to be kept clear to allow the school buses to access and exit the car park safely. The Cross Guns landlords have allowed parents to park in their car park as long as it is done considerately. The pub car park cannot be used for events at school such as Sports Day.

*Due to the nature of the roads around school, we have very few children who come to school by bike or scooter. We therefore do not have a place where bikes or scooters can be stored or locked up at school.
Things Your Child will Need
All the things your child will need in school must be clearly labelled with their name. We recommend using www.mynametags.com with the School ID – 31267 as being a good solution. Things only ever get lost if they don’t have a name on them, and handwritten names often wear off in the wash. 
School Uniform

Boys
· School sweatshirt or navy jumper
· Plain grey or black trousers or shorts

· Plain white polo shirt or shirt

· Black shoes or sandals (Buckle or Velcro fastenings please)

· NO LACES PLEASE 
Girls

· School sweatshirt/school cardigan or navy jumper/cardigan 

· Plain grey or black trousers, skirt or pinafore dress

· Plain white polo shirt or blouse

· Checked or striped summer dress in blue and white

· Black shoes or sandals (Buckle or Velcro fastenings please)

· NO LACES PLEASE 
School sweatshirts are available to order from the School Office – 

Sizes 26 to 32 - £8.00, Sizes 34 to 36 - £9.00, Sizes 38 to 40 - £11.00

School cardigans are available to order from the School Office -

Sizes 26 to 32 - £11.00, Sizes 34 to 36 - £12.00, Sizes 38 to 40 - £15.00

Book bags - £5.50

Bryn Offa water bottles – £2.00

Payment for school uniform should be made by cash or cheque via the School Office. 

Items of jewellery (other than a watch) should not be worn. Stud earrings are permissible but may not be worn for PE - if they cannot be removed they should be taped over with an appropriate low adhesive medical tape.

Makeup, nail varnish and tattoos are not permitted in school. 

PE Lessons

A full PE kit is essential.  We encourage parents to bring their child’s PE kit into school on the first day of term and leave it in school for a whole half term.  As with other items of uniform all items must be labelled including the PE bag and should include:

· White or navy plain shorts

· White or navy plain t-shirt

· Tracksuit bottoms/leggings and top for outdoor PE (these items are not needed in the Summer)

· Plimsolls or trainers (NO LACES PLEASE) 
Book Bags

We strongly recommend that you purchase one of our school book bags (£5.50) for day to day use as storage space in the cloakroom is very limited and rucksacks tend to take up a lot of room. These are available from the School Office.

It is useful if your child’s book bag could have an accessory such as a key ring attached to the handle to make it easier for them to identify which bag is theirs.
Forest School Clothing

The highlight of many children’s week is ‘Forest School’.  This happens one afternoon a week on the school field, where we have a Forest School site.   Children learn about the environment, enjoy cooking over an open fire, making hot chocolate,  building shelters,  bug hunting,  mud painting, woodland art and much more.  Children are required to bring a set of suitable outdoor clothes (no short sleeves or shorts) each week. You will be advised of the day that Forest School will take place closer to the time. Wellies are essential as are warm waterproof clothes, hats and gloves in winter.  We will be outside whatever the weather and follow the adage that, ‘there is no such thing as bad weather only unsuitable clothing!’  Please ensure that all items of clothing are labelled.
Term Dates
Please see the calendar attached to the back of this booklet for the Term dates for this academic year. 

Electronic Payment System- Edu Spot/School Money
Payment for trips and clubs should be made via the School Money website and you will receive text message alerts when a payment is required. A Parent User Guide for the website is enclosed with this admissions pack. Once Miss Morris has received your contact details, you will be set up on the system and you will be sent your login details. These will be sent to the email address and mobile number you have provided as the main point of contact on your child’s registration form.  As children in Key Stage 1 (Reception, Year 1 and Year 2) are eligible for free school meals, payments for school dinners only need to be made for children in Key Stage 2 (Years 3 to 6).
Electronic Email System- Teacher 2 Parents

We have recently set up a new system for emailing parents which we will use for the majority of important communications. It is important that the email address we have for you is accurate and you inform us when you change it. 

Please note that all time critical messages to us need to be made by phone and not email. An example would be any changes in end of day arrangements.

When You Need To Contact Us
Absence from School because of illness

If your child is absent from school because of illness, please telephone or email us to let us know the reason before 9.30am on the morning of absence.  If your child is off for more than one day, please notify us each morning to keep us updated. 

Please note that if your child is suffering from sickness or diarrhoea, they will need to remain off school for 48 hours after the last period of sickness or diarrhoea. This follows the Public Health England Guidance on Infection Control in Schools and Other Childcare Settings. 
Health Matters
If you have any concerns about your child’s health or if he/she has a medical condition that we should be aware of, please let us know before he/she starts school.  We can then discuss the matter with you and be fully aware of and prepared for any possible difficulties. It is really important to keep us informed in writing if there are any changes to your child’s medical condition.
Administration of Medication
If your child needs medication during the school day, please contact Miss Morris in the School Office. Medication will only be administered by staff where a parental request has been made on the official form available from the School Office.  All medicines must be in the original container from the pharmacy labelled with the child’s name and dosage details. 

Please contact Miss Morris in the School Office if you have any queries regarding this. 

Changes in Dropping Off and Picking up Your Child

It is essential that we are kept informed about your arrangements for dropping your child off in the morning and picking them up at the end of the school day. 

Please contact the School Office by telephone by 9.00am wherever possible if there are changes to the end of day arrangements for your child. If your child is going to be collected by someone who does not normally collect them, a person who is unknown to the school or another parent, please notify us as soon as you can. Please do not email us regarding changes to end of day arrangements in case your email is not picked up- please telephone to notify us of any changes.  
If Miss Morris is unable to answer the telephone, please leave a message and she will call you back. 

*Please contact us with any information you feel may affect your child in school. All personal information will be kept strictly on a ‘need to know’ basis.
Food and Drink

School Lunch
Every child in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 is entitled to receive a free school lunch. However, children are not forced to take up the offer of a free hot meal, and are allowed to bring a packed lunch if they wish. A school dinner for children in Year 3, 4, 5 and 6 if they wish to have one costs £2.20 per day. 

A dinner register is taken by the teachers during morning registration. All meals are cooked on site by our catering staff, with high quality ingredients, sourced locally wherever possible. Specific dietary requirements are catered for, and menus are always available in advance. Sometimes there may have to be slight changes to the menus due to unforeseen circumstances but we will endeavour to let parents know if this happens. 
School Fruit/Veg Scheme

Every child in Reception and Key Stage 1 is given the option of having one piece of fruit/veg each day free of charge, which they are given during morning breaktime. 
Breaktime snacks
As a Healthy School, we only allow fruit or vegetables for snacks at breaktime. 

Water in School

At all times of the year, the children are given free access to drinking water through the use of the water fountains and their own water bottles. Water bottles must be labelled with your child’s name and must contain only water.
Milk in School

Up until the age of five, your child will be provided with a third of a pint of milk each day free of charge. After they turn five, you will be given the option to continue this but will be charged. A letter regarding this is enclosed with your admission pack. 
Keeping Parents Informed

Informal Meetings

Parents are very welcome to come into school and talk to class teachers, the headteacher or other members of the school staff. We make every effort to be available at the beginning and end of the school day, and class teachers are generally in their classrooms from 8:30am to 8.50am and from 3:20pm to 3:30pm if you would like a quick chat. 

If you would like to talk to staff for longer, please arrange this with the member of staff concerned or make an appointment through the School Office. Staff are always happy to contact parents by telephone at the end of the school day, or at lunchtime if this is possible. Please do not hesitate to contact us, no matter how small your concern may appear to you. A five-minute chat is often all that it takes to clear up misunderstandings and put minds at rest.

Parents’ Evenings

Parents’ evenings are held in the Autumn and Spring Terms, with an additional Open Day in the Summer Term. We offer a choice of two dates, and afternoon and early evening appointments. Parents are given a timed, 10-minute individual appointment when they are able to discuss their child’s progress with the class teacher. Children’s work is available for parents to look at either before or after the appointment time. At the end of the Summer Term parents receive an academic report and are invited to attend an informal Open Afternoon to view their children’s work.
Letters and Newsletters

We make every effort to try and ensure that our letters get to you, but “pupil post” is not always very reliable unless bags and pockets are regularly checked! It is a good idea to check your child’s bag each evening. Letters and information will also be available on the school website. Miss Morris will keep copies of letters for children who are absent on the day they are given out. 

What Next?

Hopefully this booklet has given you all the information you will need to make your child’s start at Bryn Offa CE Primary School as easy as possible. There will be a meeting at the start of term in which you will be given lots of information and be able to ask questions. All parents are strongly urged to attend this meeting, even if you have been to one before with a previous child.

The date of this meeting will be sent to you as soon as we are able to.

