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6th January 2021 

Dear Parents / Guardians 

This is a slightly unusual letter to write, as the situation is developing so quickly I am not 
completely sure of the path this situation will take. However, I do have some hints at the way 
things are likely to develop and my predictions have been pretty good in the past. 

During the Summer lockdown the guidance for parents and schools was very clear in the following 
two messages: 

-  That if children could be kept safely at home, they should be kept at home 

- Due to the 2 metre rule, classrooms were limited to a maximum of 12 children 

 

Clear guidance has not been given to parents for this lockdown yet, and due to the 2 metre rule 
becoming ‘1 metre plus’ we have not yet received information on safe class limits. Due to the 
seriousness of the situation caused by the new Covid variant, I imagine that very soon we will 
receive safe class limits and will need to reduce the number of children in school to a similar level 
to the Summer lockdown. Once these limits are given to us, we have no choice but to implement 
them fully. 

During the Summer lockdown, we established additional criteria to the eligibility criteria to allow 
us to prioritise the most in need families for the limited places we have available. If we do need to 
reduce numbers in this term, these are the criteria we will need to use. The list is in priority order: 

1) Parents who work for the NHS or provide social care 
2) Families where both parents are eligible as critical workers, or one parent only when there 

is not another care giver in the household 
3) Vulnerable children 
4) Families where one care giver is in an eligible profession and alternative care is available at 

home 

 

In addition to considering your position if we did have to limit places, I would also ask you to 
carefully consider your child’s attendance in school if you do have the ability to keep them safe at 
home. We will continue to do everything possible at school to keep the children safe, but most of 
our systems are in place to stop infections between classes, not within them. With the increased 



 

level if infectivity with the new variant, spending a whole day in the classrooms (even with full 
ventilation) is likely to result in infections being spread due to aerosol transmission. 

Our main aim this term is to stay open safely for as long as possible to as many children as 
possible, and reducing numbers is key to this. If you feel now that you would prefer to keep your 
child safe at home with you, please email me to let me know. If we don’t have to reduce 
numbers, the place will be held for you if you changed your mind later. 

If we do have to reduce numbers and do not have enough of a voluntary reduction, we will need 
to collect further information from families to allow us to use our criteria as described above. 
Please note that this may involve requiring confirmation letters of employment, though I hope it 
will not come to this. 

Regards 

Mr Thompson 

 

 


