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Friday 22nd January 2021 

Dear Parent/ Guardian 

Although the letters I write on a Friday are always to the whole school, today I would like to 

focus on the families who have their children at home and are accessing the remote 

education. 

I was watching the evening briefing on Thursday and was struck by the response given by 

the representative for the NHS to a question from a primary school teacher. I won’t try to 

replicate his response, but I will try to convey the essence of what he said. 

When you see the response to the pandemic from the NHS staff, it is really clear what an 

amazing job they are doing. These people need to be available to do their jobs in the most 

demanding of circumstances, and this would not be possible if they had to look after their 

children because the schools were closed. Each time a school closes or a bubble goes down, 

it has the possibility of taking essential staff out of action and the consequences could be 

profound. The work you are all doing at home with your children makes it possible for 

schools to open, and makes it much less likely that we will see an infection here and have to 

partially or fully close. 

I’m sure we are all looking forward to the time we can look back on this pandemic and see it 

as a moment in history never to be forgotten. If any of you are asked in the future “What 

did you do in the pandemic?” you can feel very proud that you were one of the thousands of 

parents that stepped up to the plate and did your bit to ensure that the whole system did 

not come crumbling down. You are essential to the effort. 

The work you are doing may not be as immediately obvious as the doctors and nurses, but 

be assured that your actions are ultimately also protecting the NHS and saving lives. Thank 

you for all the work you are doing. 

Mr Thompson 

 


