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Reading Comprehension

The world population (the total number of humans currently alive) in 2020 is estimated to 

be a staggering 7.8 billion. It took 2000 years for the world’s population to reach 1 billion, 

yet in the last 200 years the population has increased dramatically by 6 billion. The highest 

birth rate – the number of babies born annually - was reported in the late 1980’s to be 139 

million. 

Population by continent 

Out of the seven continents (Asia, Africa, Australia, 

Antarctica, North America, South America and Europe) 

Asia is the most populated and is home to an 

astonishing 60% of the world’s population. Africa is 

the second most populated continent and Europe is the third. 

The least populated continent is Antarctica; approximately 1000 people live there during 

the summer and even less in the winter. Most of the people living in Antarctica are only 

temporary residents from different countries carrying out scientific research. 

Population by country

China, in Asia, has the highest population in the world 

and India is close behind in second; they are both 

home to over 1 billion people. United States of America 

has the third largest population, even though it is 

around four times larger than India. The United 

Kingdom, which is actually made up of four countries, 

is the world’s 21st most populated nation. 

Countries with the largest areas do not necessarily have the largest populations. Population 

density is a way of understanding the number of people living in an area compared to its 

size and is measured by the number of people living per 

square kilometre. Many Asian countries such as 

Bangladesh, Singapore and Hong Kong have very high 

population densities. Macao, a region in China, is a 

tiny 30km2; however, it has the highest population 

density with 21,645 people per square 

kilometre! 

Population by continent 

Population by country

The average age of the living 
population is estimated to be 
30.4 years old. 

Did you know? 

Although Russia is the largest 
country in the world, it only 
has the 9th highest population. 

Greenland’s population density 
is 0! 

Did you know? 
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QUESTIONS

1. Look at the section headed: Population by continent. 

Complete the table below with one piece of evidence from the paragraph to support each 

statement. 

2. Which section of the text is written to inform readers about population density? 

3. Look at the introduction. Find and copy one word that shows the world’s population is a very 

large amount. 

5. Using information from the text, tick one box in each row to show whether each statement is 

true or false. 

4. Order the following countries from 1 - 4 from least to most populated.   

Greenland 

Russia 

China 

United Kingdom 

The highest birth rate was 1 billion.  

China is the most populated continent.

Russia is the largest country in the world. 

Many Asian countries have high population densities. 

Evidence 

People don’t want to live in Antarctica.

North and South America aren’t 

highly populated continents. 

True False
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6. What is meant by the term ‘population’? 

7. How is population density measured? 

9. Tick the option that states the most suitable summary of the text. 

10. Give one example of where each parenthesis has been used in the text. 

8. Why do you think most of Antarctica’s residents are temporary? 

Population depends on the size of an area. 

Different countries and continents have different populations. 

The world’s population is increasing dramatically. 

dashes 

brackets 

commas 
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The highest birth rate was 1 billion.  

China is the most populated continent.

Russia is the largest country in the world. 

Many Asian countries have high population densities. 

Greenland 

Russia 

China 

United Kingdom 

Population by country

Most of the people living in Antarctica 

are only temporary residents.

Asia is the most populated, then 

Africa, then Europe. 

staggering

1

3

4

2

ANSWERS

1. Look at the section headed: Population by continent. 

Complete the table below with one piece of evidence from the paragraph to support each 

statement. 

2. Which section of the text is written to inform readers about population density? 

3. Look at the introduction. Find and copy one word that shows the world’s population is a very 

large amount. 

5. Using information from the text, tick one box in each row to show whether each statement is 

true or false. 

4. Order the following countries from 1 - 4 from least to most populated.   

Evidence 

People don’t want to live in Antarctica.

North and South America aren’t 

highly populated continents. 

True False
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Population depends on the size of an area. 

Different countries and continents have different populations. 

The world’s population is increasing dramatically. 

6. What is meant by the term ‘population’? 

7. How is population density measured? 

9. Tick the option that states the most suitable summary of the text. 

10. Give one example of where each parenthesis has been used in the text. 

8. Why do you think most of Antarctica’s residents are temporary? 

dashes 

brackets 

commas 

the total number of humans currently alive

by the number of people living per square kilometre

Because it is so cold and people only go there to carry out scientific research. 

(the total number of humans currently alive)

(Asia, Africa, Australia, Antarctica, North America, South America 

and Europe)

– the number of babies born annually -

, a region in China,

, in Asia,

, which is actually made up of four countries,


